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cannot agree to an adjournment for a week
because so little husiness has been done.
Mueh as T would like to weet the hon. mem-
ber’s wishes, T should not feel juctified in
doing so on this oceasion,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.54 p.m.

Negislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 2nd August, 1928.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—POLICE RECRUITS.

Mr. CORBOY (for Mr. Munsic) asked the
Minister controlling Police: 1, Is it a fact
that a recruit, or reeruits, for the police force
have heen employed painting and calsomin-
ing the Perth Police Station within the past
six months? 2, If so, is it the intention of
the Government to continne this practice?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Yes. 2, When necessary for hygiemic pur-
poses. The police regulations provide that
members of the foree are engaged not only
for policé duties, but for fatigue or any other
work they may be ordered to do.

QUESTION—MIGRATION, STATE CON-
TROL OF OFFICERS,

Mr. J. THOMSON asked the Premier: In
view of the general dissatisfaction regarding
the sclection of migrants to this State, will
he confer with the Prime Minister when he
passes thronh Fremanile on his way to the
Empire Conference, and point out to him
{Mr. Bruce) the urgeney and the distinct
advantage it would be to this State if we
reterned to the old system of havieg our
migration officers under the direct conirol
of the Agent General for Western Australia?

The PREMIER replied: No. We have ounr
own migration officers at Australia House.

QUESTION—HOSPITAYL. FOR THE
INSANE.

My, J. THOMSOXN asked the Colonial Sec-
relary: i, Is it a fact that the Govermment
propose to build at Point Resolution an ex-
tension of the Hospital for the Insane? 2, If
so, before starting the building, will he allow
this House to discuss the proposal?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
I, The Government contemplate erccting &
Mental Reception and Convalescent Home at
Point Resolution. 2, Parliament will bave an
opportunity of discussing the proposal when
a Bill to permit a portion of the Class A Re-
serve to he used for the purpose is hefore the
House.

QUESTION—KENDENUP SETTLERS.

Mr. HICKMOTT asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention been directed to a para-
graplr which appeared in  this morning’s
U 3\Wost Australian,’’ deseribiog the distress
of scttlers on the Wendenop estate? 2, If so,
what action does be propose to take to relieve
the situation?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, The
Government have done 2ll that is possible to
help the people of Eendenup. £1,550 has
been expended on relief works.

QUESTION —\WWHEAT ez NARROGIN.

Mr. MONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways—What quantity of wheat has been: (a)
Railed from and through Narrogin to Fro-
mantle during the 12 months ending 30th
June last? (b) Trom aud through Narrogin
to Buabury during the same pericd?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: {a) The tonnage of wheat railed from
and through Narrogin to Fremantle for the
12 months ended 30th June was 11,939, (b)
From and through Narrogin to Bunbury dur-
ing the same period the tonnage was 16,336.

QUFSTION—GERALDTON HARBOUR
WORKS.

Mr. WILLCOUK (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works: How many men are
cwmployed on the Geraldton larhour works
at the present time?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied :
There are 22 actually ic Geraldtom, and 19
at the quarrv. The number may fluctuate,
aceording to requiremenis. A larger body
of men will be put on as soon as we have our
plans in order.

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY,
Third Day.
Debaie resumed from the previous day.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [4.88]): We listened last night
to a Speech from the Leader of the Opposition
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which, for the most part, was cxcellent. T-

propose to-day, by stating the exact position,
to refute many assertions that have been
made, This is the last session of the present
Parliament, and in discussing all matters
during the session members will have their
eyes on their respective elegtorates. It is
always so in the last session of a Parliament.
T think it will be found that day by day the
inhabitants ef this State are growing more
experienced in politics, taking a very much
keener interest in public affairs. Time was
when very few of them took any interest in
public questions. Bat, naturaily, as the years go
by people become hetter versed in all qués-
tions of public interest. I do not think there
ean be any comparison between the interest
people now fake in puoblic affairg and that
whieh they showed 14 or 15 years ago. Of
course, thiz is n very good thing for the
State, It is realised that thia Parliament has
been exceptional. Members have not merely
supported me as Premier, but have snpported
all measures for the good of the country,
often in disregard of party interests. The
present Parliament in its legislation and dis-
cussions has recognised the rights of all seec-
tions of the people. So effective has the work
been in the interest of the State, that I could
almost wish every member of the House might
be returned at the next cleetion. Of course,
T do not expect my friends opposite to agree
with that.

Hon. P. Coliier: Not unless a2 number of
vonr supporters are prepared to ehange over.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I think spme on the
Government side wouald not agree.

Bon. P. Collier: If wonld be a good acheme
to have ug zll here in perpetnity, but taking
torm about on the Government beunches.

The PREMIER: I for one should not like
te be here for ever, The hon. member in his
specch mentioned finance. T sappose he did
that also with his eye or the electorates. He
complained that the f*West Australian’’ does
not state very frequently the total deficit.
To my mind the ‘*West Anstralian’’ states
it far too often,

Hon. M. F. Troy: Your July statement was
amnsing.

The PREMIER: Tt might amuse the hon.
member.

Hon. M. F. Troy: And the people in the
country. They have dropped to your June
surploa. I agree that they are taking an
interest in polities.

The PREMIER: The people take a keen
and intelligent interest in polities, if not in
the hon. member. We have had a war, and
the useal crop of troubles has followed.

Mr. Corboy: Is it not time to stop blaming
the war for your sdeficits?

The PREMTER: We have had troubles be-
canse of the war. There i3 in Perth a news-
paper cntitled ‘‘The Worker’’—an exeelient
paper.  Mauy people have to take it whether
they like it or not.

Hon. P. Collier: So, too, with the **Woest.”’

The PREMIER : ‘‘The Worker’’ hag a
Wiackhoard, on whichk it gives some informa-
tion in respect of finance. The first line tells

us that the Labour Government in their first
five years had a deficit of £1,374,264. The
paper forgets to say that the Liberal Govern-
ment, for the five years preceding the advent
of the Labour Government, had a surplus of
£183,199, and that for the last five years the
defieit has totalled £3,144,351.

Hon. W, G, Angwin: The Liberal Govern-
ment had a deficit of £50,000 when the Lahour
Government took office.

The -PREMIER: I am giving the actual
figures for the five years. The Labour Gov-
crament compiled a deficit of £134400 in
their first yecar; of £190,404 in their second
year, and of £135,411 in 1913.14, Then the
war came. The war lias had many disastrous
eflects. In the first year of war, 1914-15, the
deficit was £565,817.

Mr. Corbey: That was through
drought, not go muech the war.

The PREMIER: For the next year the
amount was £348,223.

Mr. Corbay : That was another dronght
rear.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: Surely I am entitled to
state these things, just as the Leader of the
Opposition was entitled to eriticise our posi-
tion last night. When the war came upon
us we had a small deficit, but we had years
of war and years of drought, and we are
suffering to-day because of the aftermath
of war. Our invested money, which repre-
sents a considerable sum, was expended on
railways and other public faeilities. Natur-
alty, with the tightening up of trade due
to the war the revenue from these activi-
ties suffered considerably. When once a de-
fieit is set up it is Aifficult to break it down.
Expenditure cannot be rednced on  such
things as hospitals, education, and all the
other free services. Year by year these
free serviees ecost us more and more. Public
utilities are largely responsible for the im-
provement in the finances this year. It is
only right T should anticipate that every
memher  in the House will he gratified
with the tmprovement. It does mean real
progress. It has been a terrible struggle
to get these trading concerns into anything
litke a paying position. When the Liberal
Government left office in 1911, the earnings
of invested money almost paid the interest
and sinking fund. Undoubtedly the war did
affect these invested funds. When we came
back into office in 1916 the shortage, that
is the amount that the revenue had to make
up in order to pay interest and sinking fund,
was £700,000. To correct this has been, and
still is, a struggle. When members realise
that this amount represents loss on invested
money, largely dve to the war, they will
understand that to square the finanees we
must place these eoncerns in a paying posi-
tion. T will now refer to the loan expendi-
ture during the time the Labour Govern-
ment were in office. Between the years 1911
and 1816 the Joan expenditure was

the
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£12,738,000. The advances for agricultural
development  during those years was
£2,012,000, or 16 per cent. of the total bor-
rowings. Our policy has bheen to increase
development and production. For the five
years between 1918 and 1923 our loan ex-
penditure was £12,399,867, Of that amount
£7,640,000  was advanced to farmers for
agrienltural development, representing 61
per cent. of the total borrowings during
those five years. This means that the in-
terest upon this money is borne by the people
who get the loans. T hope memhers will
realise where the money has gone, and agree
that it could not have gone in a hetter diree-
tion. The Leader of the Opposition said
something about the amount expended last
vear, £3,644,609. Of this £2,368,428 has
been advanced in the way I have indicated,
65 per cent, of the total horrowings for last
vear having been loancd to people who will
carry the inlercst, That wmeans that our
public utilities will benefit very considerably,
bit by bit, as the land is brought into pro-
duction. Tn that way, alse, traffic is being
made for the raibways, and  the general
public receive an indirect bhenefit from the
borrowed money. I do not know how f{o
estimate the benefit derived from money
that is going to individuals for the develop-
ment of agrieulture, mining, or any other
industry, but it must be considerable.

Mr. Lambert: Tt woull be much sounder
to put the moner into aetual production.

The PREMIER: To get money from pro-
duction we have first of all to prepare the
way. During the war we could not get done
the work we expected to have done. Tt
must not be forgotten that 40 per eent. of
the able-hodied men of the State enlisted.
How could the work go on in such ¢ircum-
stanees? Sceing that the Budget will be
brought down in a few days, T do not wish
to discuss finanees at any length this after-
noon. I have just been to the Premiers’
conferenee, but T am sorry to say nothing
has resulted from it. The Prime Minister
came to this State. I am afraid the public
thought from his speeches, and I think he
meant what he said, that they would benefit
very materially by some new arrangement.
T submitted certain proposals to the confer-
ence. Under one of these we were to be
£100,000 bhetter off. The proposal, however,
has fallen through. TFirst there was a pro-
posal that the Federal (overnment should
evacuate the right to tax ineomes over £2,000,
and that we were to forego something on
our part. Further, there was a preposal
that we should tax the individuals and they
should tax eompanies, That, too, went by
the board.

Mr. Mungie: Then there is no agreement
at alt?

The PREMIER: Nothing was dome. I
did ask for the £100,000, which the Prime
Minister said he thought we ought to get.

I think we should pget considerably more,
but we have not been suceessful there either.

Mr. Munsie: How about the per capita
payment?

The PREMIER: We ghall get that; we
must get it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He said the other
day this was only postponed.

The PREMIER: Al the proposals are
postponed.  There is mot much chance of
getting the £100,000. We were to re-
teive some advantape in connection with the
interest on money borrowed by the Federal
Government for soldier settlement. I hope
we shall get this. We are paying interest
at the rate of €6 7s. 10d. per cont. on money
advanced for soldier settlement, namely,
£4,832,115. That interest was to have been
brought down to 5 per ccnt. as from the
1st Jonuary next. We caonot loan money
at a reasonable rate of imterest to soldiers
if we are charged £6 7s. 10d. per cent. We
are charging 613 per cent. Unless this is
altered, T do not know what we shall do.
I told the Prime Minister something must
happen, that we could not pay this high
interest and lend money at 6% per cent.
Tt is not fair to ask us to do so. We 4did
the work of repatriation se far as the land
is concerned, although it is really o job for
the Commonwenlth., For the repatriation of
soldiers the people of Australizn are heing
taxed by the Federal Government. We, as
a State, have no c¢hanee of raising special
revenue for this purpose. There is no reason
why we should do so, The Federal Govern-
ment have the right, and did raisc the
mouney. To give soldiers money at 3 reason-
able rate is A responsibility the Federal Gov-
ernment ought to take.

Hon. P. Collier: You have an undeniable
claim there. We did a lot of their work.

The PREMIER: They get the credit and
we lost the eash, That is not a fair deal
T am still endeavouring to get this rate re-
duced, and I am anre every member will
supiort me in this conncetion. The Prime
Minitster recognises that our 8nancial posi-
tion, due to Federation, i3 a difficult one. We
are snbject to a high protective tariff. We
1ay, because of this tariff, a very mueh
higher price for most of the things we buy.
We henefit very little by it, hecanse we manu-
facture so little oureelves, Tt is a fearful
load to carry, not only for the man who buys
machinery, but for the man who buys a eoat
to put on his bhack. They both have to pay
more than they would beeause of this high
proteetive tariff. T am not adverating free-
trade, bnt we shonld have safficient protee-
tion for the development of industry and no
more. The Eastern States do henefit by this
prohibitive tariff. T refer particularly to
Vietoria, New South Wales, and South Aus-
tralin. The result is seen in the Vietorian
finanres. Trade activitv always bringa some-
thing into revenue. Tt is no wonder that we
in this State, who do not henefit, have trounble
in carrying our burden, whereas in the other
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States they have very little trouble at all.
In New South Wales they have a credit bal-
apce for the year of over a million pounds.

Hon. P. Collier: And the Federal Govern-
ment have a big surplus, while the States are
in financial diffieulties.

The PREMIER: I had forgottem that
point. The Federal! Government have a credit
balance of seven million pounds.

Mr., Underwood: Almost as much as our
defieit.

Hon, P. Collier: By ivvading our sphere of
taxation.

The PREMIER: Every State has had bad
times financially. TIf the Federal Govern-
ment had returned to the States, as they
should have done under the Constitution, their
surplus revenue, the amount would have
pretty well wiped dut the deficit in all the
States put together. It is astonishing that
we should have to submit o this treatment,
but there is no way out of it. Under the
Federal Constitution we were to get at least
three-fourths of the Customs Revenwe re-
turned to us, and the unexpended part of the
other fourth. Under the Surplos Revenue Act,
1010, we have paid to us 25s. per capita, but
the States should alse have the surplus rev

enue of the Federal Government. They have
refnsed to give it. They now want to reduca
the per capiia payment as well. They have

no congideration at all for this State,
Mr, Marshall: They will soon want ap-
other increase in their Parliamentary salarics.

[Mr. Munsic took the Chair.]

The PREMIER: I wish fo refer to the
gmaller States question. I am sore the mem-
ber for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) would
tell us what this smaller States propesal
means.  There is a proposal to divide
the cxisting States into smaller States,
to take away a part of the area we
possess as a sovereign State. Further, the
proposal is to make each of the smaller States
to be created far more subservient to the
Federal Government than we are. Unificatior
i3 the ultimate aim, Indeed, under any sys-
tem of smaller States the position wonld
amount to unification, because the whole of
the power would centre in the Federal Gov-
crnment. Ys there in this State anyone whe
wants to transfer power from Perth to Mel-
hourne? J¥f there be such 2 one, let him
judge by our expericnce, by the little consid-
eration that we receive from the Federal
Government, even in so small a matter as that
of interest on soldiers’ funds. Federal taxa-
tion is strangling the States. Everybody
knows that the Federal (Government do not
come into our daily life. The member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering) said by way of in-
terjection that we are all sovereign States.
That is true. We are left with the responsi-
hility of doing all that is necessary for onr
people.  We control our territory absolutely,
and are respbnsible for everything that counts
outside the Post Office, Customs House, and
Defence. Federation need not be a burden,

and if the people wonld demand obedience
to the letter and ths spirit of the Comstitu-
tion, I do mot think it would be a burden.
TUnder Federation there is no overlord. Un-
der Federation there can be no partnership,
but there ¢an be co-operation. The Federal
Government have their responsibility, and
we have our responsibility, each well under-
atood and each well defined. The Federal
Parliament have no right to assume a dignity
and importance which are not theirs, Why
eannot they accept their respousibility and
stick te that as defined by the letter and
spirit of the Constitution, and leave us with
our responsibility?

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is human uature to
take all the power you can get.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They get judges to
alter the law.

The PREMIER: We are guite willing to
co-operate if the Federal Government will
co-operate.  The Federal Government ought
not {o agsume a pesition which is not provided
for in the Constitution, Our powers as a
sovereign State are greater than the Federal
powers, but of course the Federal Gov-
crnment have the right to tax any-
thing whatever and every avenue of taxa-
tion is open to them. The position is
very serious, and unless the people of all
the States wake up to it, T fear it will
become still more serious, I did think that
when Mr. Bruece became Prime Blinister we
should get better treatment from the Federa-
tion; but we have had Federal Government
after Federal Government, representing every
section of the Federal Parliament, and they
have all been the same. When a Prime Min-
ister comes to o conference, he finds that he
is not quite all he would like to be, because
the Premicrs are Premiers of govereign
States, and nsturally we control our own
affairs,

Hon, W, I, Angwin: It is our House of
Lords that is driving the people into the
arms of the Federal legislators.

The PREMIER: I consider that our House
of Lerds, as the hon, member terms it, would
compare favourably with the ¥ederal Senate.
I wish I knew some way of convineing the
people of the position between Federation
and the State, of getting that position be-
fore the people, because 1 am sure it is not
understool. Now I am about to deal with
land gettlement, by way of replying to the
statement prepared by the member for Han-
nans (Mr. Munsie). In 1909-10 the area
selected was 1,891,367 aecres; in 1010-11,
1,923,172 aeres; in 1911-12, 1,970,082 acres;
jn  1912.13, 1,411,597 neres; in 1913-14,
998,850 acres; in 1914-15 the arca selected
went down to 502,551 acres, and in 1915.16
it fell to 308,590 acres, and in 1916-17 to
235,640 acres, which was the lowest figure.
In '1917-18 the arca selected was 546,576
acres; in 1918-19 it was 610,249 acres; in
1919-20, which was my first year of office, it
way 1,488,051 aeres; in 192021 it was
1,726,515 aeres; in 1921.22 it was 1,922,540
aeres; and in 1922-23 it was, inclusive of
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group settlers, 1,043,681 acres, or oniy a few
acres under the record year. In 1922-23 the
number of group settlerz’ blocks taken up was
933, and the number of ordinary selectors
was 2997, In the early ycars 1 have men-
tioned every man was allowed to take two
blocks, and in the wheat belt he was allowed
to take, in addition, a homestead farm, so
that my last year will, I think, he as good
as any vear in the Staté™s history. I make
these statements beeause it has been alleged
that we are not settling and developing our
lands, It has been asserted that we have nv
lands to offer. There are about 1,600 hlocks
surveyed now. The urea surveyed is some
indication of what is going on. fn 1910-11,
which was the year of the maximum areu, the

aereage surveyed was 3,185,419, In 1811-12,
3,003,301 acres were surveyed; in 1912-13,
1,413,344 acres: and in 1913-14, 612,852

acres, The acreage went down to as low as
97,918 acres for 1916-17. Tt has gradually
worked np again, until last year we surveyed
1,436,467 acres. We have been surveying
Iand into smaller blocks, so that the number
of holdings represented by later surveys is
Irobably as great ns before. I would like to
say io this Hanse that T urged that the sur-
veyors be kept at work even when land selec-
tion was not very aetive. I recolleet that a
former member for Nelson ridiculed the idea,
bhut T hold that we would be in a very much
hetter position now if the surveys had been
continned. With regard to group settlement,
we now have 69 proups, on whic¢h there are
1,340 men, and 35,000 people—more people
than will be found in any eountry fown of
the State. Those people have been scitled
in groups during the last couple of vears.
We hope that two additional groups will get
going next week. Of migrants under the im-
migration agreement on groups fhere are 320,
and the total of mipgrants in group settle-
ments iz 623. The total expenditure on

group settlementes up to date bhas been
£450,539. As regards soldier settlement,
we have 4,936 settlers, and the total

expenditure amounts to £5,497,611. Some-
thing was said about area under erop
in the document prepared by the mem-
ber for Hannans (Mr. Monsie). Tt is
true that in 1916 there were under crop
2,180,456 aeres, and that that area fell very
considerably, The war stirted in August of
1914, and took a tremendous numher of men
from the land. Naturally, the area under
crop fell off. In 1918 it was reduced to
1,679,772 acres, and in 1919 to 1,605,088
acres. Since then the area under crop has
increased year by year. Men came back from
the war and got on their holdings apain. By
the way, many of the holdings had gone back
in the meantime, and had again to be pre-
pared for the plough. In Febroary of 1922
the area under crop had  increased to
1,901,680 acres, and in Fehroary, 1923, to
2,273,735 acres; this year it is estimated
there will be 2,773,735 acres under crop, or
1,100,000 acrzs more than when the present
Covernment. came into office.

The Minister for Agriculture: Not a bad
record for a population of some 340,000,

The PREMIER: We judge by the amount
of fertili~er that has gone out to the farmers.
It is cstimate? that covugh fertiliser has gone
oot to sow 600,000 additional acres.

Mr. Pickering: Was there not a lot of
sard-plain country that went out of eultiva-
tion?

The PREMIER: I daresay there was. It
is important, however, for the public to know
that there has been an inerease of 1,170,000
aeres under ¢rop in the last four years. Now
I showld like to make a special reference to
the Esperance district, The member for the
district is asking for another railway.

Hon. P. Collier: He is always wanting
more,
The PREMIER: When hon. members op-

posite have some wants, it shows that they
are thinking of doing something, anyhow. In
the Esperance district 440 blocks have been
seleeted ; and if those 440 blocks were cleared
and grubbed in a reasopable way, all would
bhe well with the Esperance rallway. There
are 138 blocks open for selection. Therc are
142 settlers in oeccupation at and north of
Scaddan.  Surveys totalling 200,000 acres
had been made prior to the coming into office
of the present Government, sinec when
400,000 aeres hdve been surveyed.”™ Classifica-
tion of an additional 650,000 acres has been
made by the present Government. Agricul-
tural Baunk assistance i3 given to the Esper-
ance settlers, and I should like to say that
we have never done more for scitlers than
we have for the Ksperance distriet setilers,
the speeial reason heing that they are eut
off. We have had contractors ont to
prlough a good area for the settlers this
vear, so that they may have horse
feed and sced for next vyear’s erop.
We have provided water supplies, eleared
roads, built the railway and in cvery possible
way we have encouraged the people to culti-
vate their holdings. It was the obvious course
for us to pursoe, secing that the railway was
being constructed. Until the eropa are grow-
ing, nothing can be done to provide freight
for the line. The member for Kanowna (Hon,
T. Walker) knows full well that I opposed
the eonstruction of the Esperance Northwards
Railway, but the House decided that the line
should be built. Having come into office, we
have gone on with the line and we have
treated the district well. We have done cvery-
thing possible for the people there, since we
started to build the line.

Hon. P. Collier: Have yon any idea of the
area uander crop this year?

The PREMIER: The area is small,

The Minister for Agriculture: About 8,000
acres are under erop.

The PREMTER: Of course, the area could
not be very considerable, because the settlers
had to get their fertiliser supplies before they
could expect ta get erops. There is no doubt
that the Jand from Salmon Gum to Norseman
is a rich arca and if the rainfall is sufficient,
a magnificent opening for farming will be
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provided in that part of the State. A little
cast of that disirict, a vast area of good land
has been reported, comprising nearly 3,000,000
acres of salmon gum country extending almost
to the sea. At the present time, our officery
are carrying out investigations to ascertain
if tle rainfal) there is sufficient to make the
arca suitable for wheat growing. I hope it
will be found possible for us to develop that
section of the State. It may be said that it
is & strange thing that the existence of this
vast area was not known long ago. Even
people who have stations in that part of the
country did not know muoch ahouf it! Cer-
tainly, the existence of such an enormous
streteh of salmon gum country was not known
to Government departments. It would be a
good thing if it were proved possible to ex-
tend enr wheat produetion from Ravensthorpe
right through this vast streteh of country.

Hon. P. Collicr: Was this ‘discovery made
only last year?

The PREMIER: Tt was made” within the
last few monthe. Tt seems strange that we
did not know of this before.

Mr. Lutey : A good many people have
heard of it.

The PREMIER: The hon. member should
not kave kept the information to himself.

Mr, Lutev: We have heen talking ahout it
for the past 20 years.

The PREMTER: As to the mining industry
—the Minister for Mines will deal with the
industry more extensively—we have to recog-
nise that troublous times have befallen mining
throughout Australia and, indeed, throughouvt
the worid. Although our output in Western
Auvsiralin has decreased comsiderably, we still
produce more than the rest of Australia put
together. At Kalgoorlie those eonnceted with
mining have encountercd that diffiealt time
that comes to all mine fields. We must help
the mining industry and assist it to become
re-cstablished, if possible. We have our gold-
fields railway line and our water supply
scheme; we have in Kalgoorlie our publie
buildings and everything that goes to make
a town of importance. That being so0, if any-
thing ean be done to assist the mining in-
dustry, it muost be done. The rallway revenue
from the mines fell last year to the extent
of £252,000 as against the revenue derived
from that sonrce jn 1913. That is a serious
matter.

Hon. P. Collier: What do yon mean by
railway revenue?

The PREMIER: T mean the railway ecarn-
ings on all the mining railways. This fact
shows how scrious ihe position is. Mining
companies would work if they could work;
the fact is, the trade iz not there for the
railways. What can we do to rvectify the posi-
tion? We can cheapen the water supplied to
Kalgoorlie but that will probably mean a
change in our method of financing the
Coolgardie Water Seheme. In 1927 we
shall not have to pay inoferest on two
and a-half millions of the money invelved
in that scheme. The sinking fund is sufficient
to pay off the debt. Tn fact, the liquidation

of the debt respecting the big water scheme
loan is provided for now, and if we could
only get the advantage now regarding the
interest payments, it would be a splendid
thing. The Treasury officials arc going inte
the matter, and it may be that we will be
able to make a proposal to Parliament. We
must risk somethimg fairly considerable if the
mining industry is to be suecessful. To make
any appreciable effeet in the cheapening of
water, for instance, would mean the finding
of probably £50,000,

Hon. . Collier: Some of the hig mines
worked on a margin of 3d. per ton profit.

The PREMIER: Mines will always he run
if both ends can he made to meet. The machi-
nery is there and to stop operations means
to lese cverythinz, while to continue means
giving the mines a chanee.

flon. P. Collier: The Great Boulder Per.
soverance Mine employed 700 men and ran
for several years on a margin of 3d. per ton.

The 'REMIER: Yes, beeause if the mine
stopped, it was done.

Hon. T'. Collier: And 700 men made a tre-
mendons difference to the distriet.

The PREMIER: T hope we will be able to
do semething for the Kalgoorlie distriet. We
have helped in ways that capnot he continued
for many years heeause money put into pros-
peeting and inte proving wines at greater
depths is often lost altogether. Very scldom
as the result of sneh work in old mines, do
we strike much of value, At the samec time
it has to bhe conceded that it is worth while
taking a risk. Tf by taking that risk we are
able to pralong the life of a mining district
and so provide freight for our railways, it is
better to take that risk than to refuse it, for
a refusal means that the mines have to ccase.
The Leader of the Opposition knows that the
Minister for Mines has spent a good deal of
money in heiping the mining industry by
developing mines at depth and in financing
prospecting parties.

Hon. P. Colier: Thai is so.

The PREMIER: We must do it, or else lose
very considerably. If we ean only keep our
railways going, our mines working, and the
water in our pipes, it is worth doing.
The Government are anxious to do that
work. The trouble is fo know just what
to do to achicve that end. T do not know
that it "has ever happened anywhere in the
world that an old mining distriet has been
revived to an extent equalling its prosperity in
earlier days. I will not say nmeh about
sandalwood at this stage because I hope the
Minister for Mines will be able to satisfy the
House, when tenders are accepted, that the
cotters will be well protected and well off
indeed. When tenders were ealled, I had not
the faintest idea of the value of the sandal-
wood, no idea we eould get the royaity or
that the eutters eould get such a reward., 1
think it must be the first time that the in-
terests of the cutters have been recognised in
such a way. These men arc operating in the
bush, and in the past they received a small
amount for the sandalwnod ther procured.
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Under the new system they will get an ex-
cellent reward for their labours.

Mr. Lambert: In India, the industry is
made a State monopoly.

Mr. Marshall: The pullers themselves do
not desire any amendment.

The Minister for Mines:
know anything about it.

The PREMIER: The member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Marshall) does not know any-
thing about it, nor did we know what would
happen to the pullers, nor yet did the pullers
know, until tenders were called.

Mr. Vorboy: You took it on the blind!?

The PREMIER: XNo one knew. The mem-
ber for Yilgarn (Mr. Corbey), wisec and all
as he is, did not know. Hon, members will
belicve me when I say that all we have asked
s that the best royalty possible for the State
and a good price for the cutter shall he se-
cured. Of course, hard things have been and
are heing said, things that men sghouid he
ashamed to say, aml if those men were not
capable of deing mean things themselves, they
would not say them. However, that does not
disturb us at all. Tenders were called in the
most public way possible, and everyone had
a chance to tender on precisely the same basis.
Tenders were received by the Forests Depart-
ment, opened and considered by the depart-
nent, and on the recommendation of the
Forests Department the tenders will be deait
with. The whole thing has been unpleasant,
but it will have been worth while if the ent-
ters can get a decent livelihood. The Leader
of the Opposition said that the financial re-
auits in conpnection with the railways had act
been achieved without starving maintenance.
That is not so. Maintenance has been =at-
tended to and our railway lines are in hetter
order now than they have been in for years
past. For his first year or two of office,
the Commissioner, Colonel Pope, had to spend
a lot of money to bring the rolling stock
and the lines into order. Material could not
be bought for that purpose during the war
period owing to the abnormmal costs, and there-
tore the engines had to wo unrepaired. The
hon. member alse said something about oy
visit to North Perth in connection with the
witer supply. When the hon, member him.
self was Aeting Premier, he made many an-
nonneements of pelicy. T ean remember some
meefings he addressed. I had a perfect right
to tell the people of North Perth what the
Government propesed to do. Parliament
voted a large sum of monecy last session for
improving the water supply, including money
for the reserveoir at Mt. Hawthorn. The
water supply question has been dealt with
fully for several years past. While money was
s0 dear, not much could he dene, for monev
at 615 per cent. interest made a big water
supply scheme impossible. Now that money i3
cheaper the scheme ean be undertaken, Perth
is inereaging in size very rapidly and a hills
water supply must be obtained to ecope with
the inereasing demands. With cheaper money
available something can be done, seeing that
the penple will be able to pay for it. Whater

They do not

trouble is present in every city in Australia
to-day, and when I was in Melbourne a month
or iwo ago the water was quite ez dark s it
ever was in North Perth—not that that justi-
fies North Perth receiving a bad water sup-
p¥. The complete water scheme, which has
been outlined, will fulfil requirements for
many years to come apd the expenditure will
be spread over many years. Some day, Perth
may get its water from the Murray River.

Mr, Lambert: That is fantastic.

The Minister for Mines: Not wien you
cousider what the popnlation may he 20 years
henee,

The PREMIER: The member for Cool-
gardie (Mr, Lambert) is so innocent! I am
eoming to the question of immigration,
and T want hen. members to follow the facts.
Last year the Agricultural Bank authorisa-
tions were sufficient to provide employment
for 5,000 men. Railways are being built,
roads laid down, drainage and water supplies
attended to. All this work iz consequent
upon our immigration policy, without which
we could not have provided the work. In this
work our agsisted male immigrants could be
employed three times over. But, of covrse,
they come here to go into the eonntry. How-
ever, were it not for this policy of develop-
ment there would be no work for our own
people. That is the point. Last year the
Agricultural Bank authorised an expenditure
of £1,077,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Was that aetually ad-
vanced?

The PREMIER: Xo, T will tell you
about that presently. At June, 1922,
the bank had outstanding authorisa-
tions of £1,100,000, and the fotal au-

thorisations outstanding on the 30th June
last amounted to £1,5300,000, The som of
£874,997 was actually advanced by the bank
last year.- That waa for clearing, fencing,
building, water supplies and other purposes.
There ix all this work to be done, and we are
not getting it done, althongh we want it done
as speedily as possible. Of the outstanding
authorisations at the 30th June last, at least
£750,000 is for actual work to be done. Some
hon, member stated that the farmers are not
aceepting the money, As a matter of faet
they have applied for this money and it is
authorised. 1t was said that we are chargings
7 per cent., and giving only 10 years for the
repayment of the loan. That js not so. The
ordinary bank conditions apply to the firat
600 acres. A loan for the clearing of land
beyontd 600G aeres may be repayable in 10
vears. That is quite reasonable. We want the
land eleared, and so in some cases we advance
this 10-year loan. In other cases 30 years
terms are given, as for the first 600 acres.
The farmer has his machinery and his house,
and his farm is a going concern, so surely it
will pay him to take the money for 10 years.
Tf he ecanuot get it back twice over
in 10 veara, T shall be verv much sur-
prised. For the four weeks ended 31st July
we have authorised advances totalling
£74,000. That means a lot of work for a
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lot of men, It is quite apart from the group
gettlement. Nearly all the money I have
alluded to is for the wheat belt. During
the year we have seitled 933 men in 45
groups, or, say, 3,000 persons in all.

Hon. P. Collier; Have you any idea how
many migrants are amongst them?

The PREMIER : 1 think, 600. I have
already given the fipure. Of course, there
are these other migrants who have been here
for some years.

Mr. McCallum: Du you inelude the Peel
estate in the group settlementy?

The PREMIER: Only partly. We have
brought out during the year no fewer than
3,678 men, 1,013 women, and 575 children.
The wigrants who paid their own passages to
the State, numbered 2988, T mention this to
show that we have a great many migrants
who have not been sent out by our own officials,

Hon. P. Collier: Are they given the same
facilities for aecquiring landf

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon, P. Collier: Last year many com-
plained that they were at a disadvantage
beeause they had paid their own fares.

The PREMIER: We took a ecertain num-
ber of Imperial soldiers under the Soldier
Settlement Scheme. They compared their
treatment with the treatment of those sol-
diers who eame out under the migration
scheme, men who were given slightly better
terms, Now I want to deal with the ques-
tion of population and the census. Until the
hkon. member mentioned the excess of de-
partures over arrivals I did not go into the
question. Since the per eapita payment has
been made to the State, the Commen-
wealth Government have attended to the
censits.  We mo longer look to it.  From
1901 the figures vecorded from year to
year were 293,416 persons in 1911,
However, the census of 1911 gave a
return of 282,114 persons, or a shortage of
11,302, PFrom 1911 the figures recorded from
year to year showed a total of 337,902 per-
sons. But the census of 1921 gave a return
of 332,213 persons, or a shoriage of 5,689
persons. It must be vnderstood that the
respousible Commonwealth officers load the
figures. Fvery quarter thev deduct from the
fipures 220 for unrecorded departures to the
Eastern States. Also they add to the recorded
departures 1 per cent. for mnen and 4 per cent.
for women, as unrecorded deparfures overseas.
That is additional to the 220 persons de-
ducted per quarter for nnrecorded depar-
tures to the Eastern States. But nothing
whatever is allowed for unrecorded arrivais.
Iz not that an extraordinary thing? I do
not suppose South Australia gets any credit
for the 220 persons per quarter deducted
from our figures.

Hon. P. Collier: They evaporate!

The PREMIER: After the census of 1921
the loading was 4,786 persons, and the short-
age 5,68Y.

Mr. Mungie: You will get one extra, that
chap who proved that he had not died.

The PREMIER: It is very interesting the
way these figures are kept. In the 20 years
the total shortage las been 16,981 persous.
After a loading of 4,786 the so-called un-
recorded departureg mean to the State a loss
of per capita payments of at least £212,387.

Hon. T. Walker: Then this evaporation
is of considerable advantage to the Com-
monwealth.

The PREMIER: Of course it is. There
is another feature: every person who failed
to send in a census form cost the State £12
10z,  Scattered as the people are, from
Wyndham to Eucla, it is impossible to get
a eorrect census in this State. I am afraid
the census is not correct even in the towns.
As my friend the member for West Perth
(Mrs. Cowan) knows, ladies do not like
writing their age on the census forms. More-
over, the form js unnecessarily eumbersome,
and so many people negleet to fill it in. I
think we can take it that ail those unre-
corded® departures, those missing men and
wanten, are in the State.

Hon. P. Collier: Has the position been
represented to the Federal anthorities?

The PREMIER: Yes, we are correspond-
ing with them even now. They load the
figures bit by bit. TIn June, 1921, we had
an inecrease of 1,800 persons, but when the
final figures came out that number had been
redveed to 800, The Commoniwealth have
absolute control of the figures, and that is
how the work is done. Every quarter 220
are deduacted from our population as un-
recorded departures to the Eastern States.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Corboy: We get no unrecorded arrivals
credited to us, I suppose?

The PREMIER: No.

Hon. P. Collier: That is high-handed, ar-
hitrary action.

The PREMIER: Of course, and it costs us
a lot of money.

Mr. Corboy:
States?

The PREMIER: 1 suppese it does.

Mr. Corboy: You ought to get the other
Premiers to assist you to prevent it.

The PREMIER: We have been trying, but
it is not an easy matter.

Hon. P, Coliter: There is a much preater
probability of unreeorded departures hetween
the other States than here, because it i3 much
cagier to cross the borders there.

Mr. Pickering: In the East anyone could
walk across the border.

AMr. Heron: So they conld here.

Mr, Pickering: T would not
chance.

The PREMIER: T am glad the hon. mem-
ber mentioned the point, because I wanted to
makle the position clear. Coming to immigra-
tion, this is no new thing. The member for
North-East Fremantle (Hos. W. C. Ang-
win}, when a Minister, was proud of his im-
migration poliey, but the policy of the La-

Does that apply to all the

like their
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bour Government was, as I have shown by
the percentage of advances to farmers, a pub-
lic works policy, not a land settlement policy.
I think that is where the mistake was made.
If war had not come, there would have been
scrious trouble, becausé ng couulry can go
lopg on a public works policy. With a land
settlement policy, however, it can go on in-
definitely. In 1910-11 the Labour Govern-
ment brought in 7,744 migrants; in 1911.12,
9,780; ijn 1912-13, 7,265; in 1913-14, 4,317;
and in 1914-15, 4,323. Then a stop was put
to immigration by the war. There was un-
cmployment, of course, but that did not deter
my friends, who believe-—as I do—in a white
Australia and who know-—as I do—that we
cannot have a white Awusiralia unless we
people the country. The war stopped this
work; nothing else. What has come over
the seenc to warrant o change? ln power my
friends of the Opposition, especially the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle, said we must
have people.

Hon, P. Collicr: 1 say so to-day,

The PREMIER: Good.

Mr. Munsgie: So does every one of us.

The PREMIER: But you do not mean it.

Mr. Ciydesdale: Yes, we do,

The PREMIER: The member for Canning
does, but the Leader of the Opposition doss
uot. I have quoted the statistics regarding
the people brought in by the Labour Govern-
ment.

Mr. Corhoy: It is unfair to suggest that
we are aguinst immigration.

Alr, Munsie: There is no justification for
such a statement,

The PREMIER: Then, I shall withdraw it
with pleasure; I made a mistake in aceusing
the member for Hannans of being opposed to
immigration.

Mr. Mansiz: Take that eirenlur—I did not
draft it—and you cannot show that it con-
Lains a work against immigration.

The PREMIER: This, then, was the posi-
tion umder the Labour Government; imwigra-
tion for public works, little land settlement,
unemployment. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion asks, ‘* What is our policy?’’ Cur policy
is a white and safe Australia, a land develop-
ment policy; and T say that our policy is well

vnderstood. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion understands what is happening. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has

visitedd ahmost all the groups with me, and
has gone into this matter forty times with
me and he knows what the policy is. I have
told members to-night, as I have toid
them many times, that all activity must fol-
low land development at the moment. [ ask
the people that say there is no work to do
whether they are content to cat the butter
produced in the East. Last year we im-
ported £1,936,000 worth of foodstuffs. Over
a period of 20 years we have imported
£29 958 000 worth of foodstuffls. Are not we
ashamed of having to import food iun such
quantitics? Is it not a reflection on onr
energy and industry that we depend on the
Eastern States for food after all these years?

If we had fed the goldfields, we should have
been the richest of all the Australian States.
is this state of affairs to continue} I ask,
in all seriousness, whether anyone in this
House is enntent £5r Western Australia to go
on paying out this large sum of money for
food year after year? It is no wonder we
are not well off, We have the land, notwith-
standing the hon. member’'s statement. We
lave the climate.

Mr. Munsie: You have 60 odd settlers
waiting to be placed in groups,

The PREMIER: We have not got the
en,

Mr. Munsie: You have the people and they
cannot get into groups; 62 are waiting to be
placed.

The PREMIER:
show a little reason,

Mr. Munsie: I am only stating facts,

The PREMIER: But the hon. member is
stating the facts to suit his argument.

Mr, Munsigi 1 would be foolish if I did
not.

The PREMIER: The trouble is they are
only half-facts, There is no opportunity lost
by some peopie to damn immigration, no
raatter what tdeas they really hoid. There
were  hundreds  waiting in the old days.
There may be 60 people waiting now, but they
are being settled gradoally, Two groups are
going in this week.

Mr. Muasie: T am pleased to hear it.

The PREMIER: It has not been possible
tn get people out into the South-West beeanse
of the exeessive rain. The Peel estate in two
months has recorded 10 inches of rainfall
ahove the average. How is it possible to get
people there at the motnent? There are 1,600
Llocks surveyed and others will be ready as
soon as tlie weather becomes fine enough to
enahle us to get the people out. I have
given the record of land scttlement last year.
[s not that satisfactory? It was almost a
record for the State. Are we content to eat
Eastern States’ foodstuffg? Are we content
year by year to bring in inillions ef pounds’
worth of manafactured goods?  Last year
imports from the Eastern States, cxelugive of
foodstuffs amounted te £5,793,000.

Mr. Munsie: We want a few secondary in-
dustries, so that we can manufacture what
we require.

The PREMIER: We do, and we are get-
ting a few, but very slowly, Some of our
cugineers went East last year when the strike
was on, and so they were lost to this State.
We want factories, large factories too; and
if we get them, they will always ‘assist to
keep the wheels of industry going.  Other
States havc their factories, leng established,
get up in much cheaper times before the days
of high proteetion, and paid for. A man
starting a faetory here now has to pay more
for the huilding, more for the machinery,
more for his raw material. The additional
cost is due to high protection, the benefits
from which ncerue to the Federal Treasury.
All along the line he is handieapped. A man
starting a factory, which costs a lot of money,

Let the hon. member
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has to borrow money and owe it for some
years. In the Eastern States manufacturers
have doubtless got over that stage; the
factories are paid for and the owners are
wealthy men. Here a man has to risk not
only his own eapital, but also borrewed capi-
tal, and there seems {o be some apprehension
regarding industriai troubles. Whenever 1
have heard people cxpress doubt on this score,
I have told them there is no greater fear of
industrial troables in Western Australia than
in any other part of the Commonwealth.

Hon. P. Collier: Not so much,

Mr, Heron: It is merely one of their
bogeys.

The PREMIER: Let us lend a hand to
get these factories established and, when they
arg established, let vs do all we can to kecp
them going. 1 regret to have to explain again
the arrangement with the other Governments
for the financing of this scheme. We have
arranged for the Federal Government to bear
all the expenses of advertising and of landing
the migrants in this State. For 75,000 mi-
grants, this will mean a saving of £200,000 to
the State. We have two officers in London,
appointed by the State but paid by the Fed-
eral Government, as well-tried  and nseful
men as could be sent.

Mr. J. Thomson: Hear, hear! I saw them.

The PREMIER: I asked the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
whether he would go to London to seleet im-
migrants for us. T am sorry he could not
ge. The two officers secleet the migrants,
I remind members that we stood out of the
agreement entered into by the other States
until we scenred the right to nominate our
officers to select the migrants for this State.
Western Australia, therefore, is selecting her
own migrants. The Imperial Governmient
and the Tederal Goverument between them
are to pay t{wo-thirds of the interest on
£6,000,000 for five years. At the present
cost of money this will mean a saving to us of
£1,000,000. For the first time in our history
we are being helped in  our immigration
policy, and £1,900.000 will be saved.

Mr. Mungic: It is the first time in our
history that sueh circumsfances have arisen.
The PREMIER: I am stating the faets.
Mr. Hughes: Why not state all of them?
The PREMIER: 1 bhave mentioned
£1,900,000; what more does the hon. member

want?

Mr. Hoghes: Tou have said that this is the
first time in our history in which we have
received such assistance. Why not say it is
the first time that there has been an oppor-
tunity?

The PREMTER: Tt is the first time that
agsistance hay beer asked. During the last
four years the deficit has heen £2,492,000,
and of this £1,113,000 has gone into sinking
fund. When we recollect the saving of
£1,900,000 on this work for four years, it will
be seen that our immigration policy has not
rost the country so mueh. Our policy is work
on the land; settlement on the laad. Our
policy is to double wheat production as quiekly
as posgible, and I have shown bow we are

sierting our energies to that end. Cur policy
is to vontinue elearing good land in  the
Wheat Belt, Thare is no better investment.
Our policy is to open up new areas of wheat
land, to fenec land, and to stock land. That
is our policy in the Wheat Belt. Wherever
there are good areas to be cleared, let the
farmers elear them, The money ean be found
and ean be repaid. The applications cannot
be too big. Members understand the scheme
for the development of the South-West be-
cause we have discussed group settlement
so often. Is there any other place in Aus-
tralia where more is heing done than we are
doing in the South-West to-day? There is
not. Ours is a wonderful conntry. Tt is
said in the remarkable doeument we beard
rend by the Leader of the Opposition last
night that there is no land left. ’

Mr. Munsie: The document does not say
anyihing of the kind. That is another of
your wild statements.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: It is possible to grow
crops in the South-West all the year round.
Men on the groups can live a happy and con-
tented life. They are working very well in-
decd, bet of course they will have some trou-
bles. They will not sail right into comfort
when the clearing is vver. They will have
to be helped and shepherded, but they will
ultimately make fine homes for themselves.
I saw in the Eastern States land, bringing
£100 an acre, that is not as good, although
it is cleared, as the land the men on fhe
gronps are getting for nothing, If that land
were sitnated in any other State of the Com-
monwealth, having the rainfall, the soil and
the faciltics it has, it would be bringing not
less than £10 an aere. We are giving it to
thege settlers. The policy is to open up the
eountry, to produee this two million pounds
worth of food ourselves. T have heard people
ask what is to become of all the siuff the set-
tlers will produce. That will be used to feed
the people of the metropolitan arca and of
the State generally. Ry the time the 6,000
settiers have their places in a fair state of
production, there will be a market for all
they ean produce. Is not that right policy¥
This Honse agreed to the building of a rajl-
way to open ap further lands between Pem-
Lerton and Albany, Thousands of people can
he settled there. The policy is to settle them
in groups. There are some people, not in
this House, who say we are doing too much
under this South-West policy. We should
no longer ask men to live on the land in dis-
comfort. Men who are battling on the land are
doing a national work and ought to be helped.
What is the difference between the amount
that will be neceszary in order to fix them up
in comfort, and the amount they would have
to be paid if they went on under ordinary
conditions? Tt is no new thing to advance
money for clearing. We have always done
it and are doing if still. In the South-West,
however, we are doing it under supervision.
The men on the groups at the end of two
years will be well trained. They will bave
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considerable knowledge of how to grow stuff
in the South-West. We have selected, sur-
veyed and scitled nearly all the Crown lands
availahle between Busselton and Angusta, and
from Bridpctown to Pemberton. We still
have the lands between Pemberton and Den-
mark. Practically all this is Crown land. A
small area at the Demmark end has been sold
and a little at the Pemberton end. Practically
the whole of the 110 miles of country between
Pemberton and Denmark is held by the Crown
for subdivision for closer settlement. That
will accommodate thousands of people. When
that area is settled there is further land be-
tween Bridgetown and the Great Southera
railway, as well ags between Pemberton and
Augusta. There is land and to spare. This
schome will go on for years. I have been
very gratified by the aupport this scheme has
met with on hoth sides of this House. I do
not think it has ever heen objected to hers.
Outside there have been ohjections, but mem-
bers know it and support it.

Hon. P. Collier: The Executive may sup-
port it when they know what the scheme is.

Mr. Latham: What executive?

Hon. P. Collier: Yours. They may support
it when they understand it.

The Minister for Mines: They will under-
stand it next week.

The PREMIER: The Minister for Apri-
culture acted for me for a considerable {ime
during my absence, and we are in close touch
with each other all the while.

The Minisier for Agriculture: If we can
only induee the other executive to support it.

Mr., Pickering: We have not written any
document condemning it.

Mr. O7Loghlen: Why did vou not publish
Harper’s document?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order !

The PREMIER: There is in this territory
room for the aceommodation of all who come
frum the Old Country for the next few years,
The North-West is to be developed. I hardly
know where the people are to come from for
that part of the State, but I believe we can
get them.

Mr. Lambert :
from the skies.

Mr. Munsic: Or walk in across the border,

The PREMIER: I have said something
about mining and the secondary industrics.
The latter will follow agrieultural develop-
ment.

Mr, Pickering: What about banana plan-
tations?

The PREMIER: T do not know if that is
a satisfactory reply or statement of the posi-
tion as it is. I do not know if members will
be satisfied that there is a policy, and that
this provides for the absorption of everyone
brought into the State. On land settlement
alone we have put out as many people as we
have assisted into the country.

Mr. Munsie: How many of these have been
bought out to make room for others?

The PREMIER: 1 am talkieg about Crown
lands. The only men for whom we are buy-
ing land are returned soldicrs.

Probably they will drop

Mr. Munsie: Are they not included in the
tatal of those settled on the land?

The PREMIER: The kon. meitber did not
know of these fipures when he signed that
document. I am endeavouring to inform him
now. The House is entitled to know. that
work is being made for as many people as
we are bringing into the State.

Mr. Munsie: The workers are entitled to
know also.

The PREMIER: Wece have made work in
Iand selection. We have made work for more
than we have Brooght in on the improvement
of farms already held, On roads, railways
and public works consequent upon this
development there are nearly as many men
employed as we brought in last year. We
have nlso settled men from the goldficlds
when there has been a slump there. We have
sent officials from Perth to talk with them
and have done all we can to keep them in
the State. T hopr members will realise that.
Numbers of these men are working on the
land and on public works. If they have gone
to the Eastern States they bhave gone for a
good reason, amd not becavse we were un-
willing to have them down here and give
them every opportunity of earning a liveli-
hood. The neweomer is eared for on arrival.
The New Settlers’ League has heen criticised.
Tt i3 a splendid organisntion and there are
many self-sacrificing men engaged on it. The
organisation is assisted by the Federal and
State Governments. Tts members give their
time to the immigrants for nothing. There
never was an organisation in the State so
helpful to newcomers as this one. A few
years ago there was no such hody of men and
the new arrivals had to fend for themselves.
The League not only endeavours to seeure
work for these people, hut to see the kind of
men who are going tn employ them. They
keep their eye on the newceomer. When a man
leaves a job the League help him to get
another and interview the farmers who are
offering the employment.

Mr. Lambert: Do you think that is the
function of private individualat

The PREMIER: T do not know why men
should criticise the work of the Government,
and why they should not help in that work,
Tf this erganisation is willing to do this, why
should it not be encouraged? So long as T
am here I will encourage it. The work is
done hetter thau cold officials could do it.

Mr, Lamhert: Tt should not be the serious
adjunct to government that it is.

The PREMIFR : It only happens that
everything can bhe wrong.

Mr. Pickering: When you have representa-
tives on it, it will be all right.

The PREMIER: T must express my appre-
ciation of the work the league is deing, not
only as a league but as an Ugly Men's
organisation.

Mr. Munsie: Do not class the two organisa-
tions together.

The PREMIER: It is a pity if men who
are willing to do something for the country
cannot be allowed to do it
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Mr. Hyghes: They had a Jot of liberty as
Ugly Men that others did not have. I object
to  their having liberties which are. not
accorded to others.

Mr. Mapn: You had the same liberty.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: Experienced men who
come out with their families can go right
through to their settlements, but others must
have a year’s experience. Something has
been said about the type of immigrant. I
do not think there is much to complain about
in that respect.

Mr. Clydesdale: You must admit the type
could he improved and should be improved.

The PREMIER: AN men could be im-
proved. I know that in England the men
are comparatively small, but they are good
golid men.

Mr. Lambert: There are not many who
are 16 stone.

The PREMIER: Qut of all the men who
have eome how many are there to whom any
objection can be raised?

Mr. J. Thomson: How
Nearly zll of them.

many indeed?

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.530 p.m.

The PREMIER: Before tea we were deal-
ing with the selection’ of migrants. I con-
gider that we are getting a earefully selected
type, even if they are mot as big as Aus-
tralians. They are extremely useful, and
gurely our own flesh and blood ought to be
good enough for us. It is not so long since
our fathers came from the Old Country. |

Mr, Money: And some of them were very
smajl.

The PREMIER: That is so. Now I want
to read what Mr. Garden, of Sydney, a
delegate to the Soviet Conference, said about
the people of England. This is what was
published—

Labour’s attitude towards the subject
of migration has been well defined in the
past. Mr. Garden has returned an ex-
pressed convert to the necessity for mi-
gration, He said that Ilabour conditions
in England were in a terrible state, The
working classes’ only avenne of cseape
from slow starvation was migration.
‘“The industrial movement of Australia,’’
Mr, Garden declared emphatically, ‘‘will
have to give more earnest attention to the
problem of migration. Tabour’s policy
must not be one of negation; it must be
one of active participation in migration
movement. The people will come to Aus-
tralia whether Lahour leaders like it or
not. It has now become necessary for
Labour to see that Australia gets the
right type of mnew setfler.’’

Mr. MeCalluom: Garden is a ‘‘pommy’’
bimself; he has not been long in Australia.
I do not think he has any right to speak for
the Australian workman at all
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The PREMIER: I do not know Mr. Gar-
den.

Hon. P. Collier: You have not lost any-
thing. )

The PREMIER: I do not think Mr. Gar-
den’s statement can apply to the leaders in
the Houge, I shall now refer to a statement
made by my distinguished friend the mem-
ber for Claremont (Mr., J. Thomsom). It
wag to the effect that no migrant is ad-
mitted to Vietorla without preof that he
possesses at least £300 in cash, whercas men
possessing little or no capital are sent to
Western Australia and other States. This
is not so. 1 take the following facts from
the ‘fAustralasian’’ of the Tth July last,
the newspaper having obtained them from
an official source:—During the half year
ended 30th June, 1923, Victoria received
4,443 immigrants, who introduced with them
4 total declared eapital of £95,500. This
works out at an average of £21 per head.
During the same period Western Australia
received 3,194 immigrants. These brought
with them £85,400 declared capital, which
gives an average of over £26 per head—£5
per head more than Victoria, These figures
conclusively disprove the statements of the
member for Claremont.

Mr. J. Thomson: I was talking about the
scheme signed by Lawsen, the Victorian Pre-
mier.

The PREMIER: If that scheme i3 better
than ours we should get the same terms; but
I do not think it is as good as ours. [ must
say a word or two regarding the statement
on immigration read by the Leader of the
Opposition  yesterday. As regards that
statement, ‘‘the wvoice was the voice of
Jacob, but the hand was the hand of Esan.’’
The statement was not prepared by the
Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: I did not say it was.

The PREMIER: No; the hon. gentleman
made that quite elear. 1t was a statement
sent to him by the representatives of the
Trades Hall.

Mr. McCallum:
signature,

The PREMIER:
signature, too.

Mr. Lambert: Would you tell us who com-
piled the reply to that statement?

The PREMIER: I am trying to avoid
giving offence to anybody. I say the state-
ment was signed by the member for Han-
nans, Mr. Munsie, as President, and by Mr,
Millington as General Secretary, of the
Lahour executive for this State. In saying
that, 1 do not wish to be offensive.

Mr, Mungie: T am proud of baving signed
the statement.

Mr. McCallum: When the Premier re-
ferred to Esaw, he was referring to some
deception. Where ia the deceptiont

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why should the Premier
bring his relatives into this?

The statement carries a

And a very respectable
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The PREMIER: I meapnt that the words
of the statement were not the words of the
Leader of the Opposition.

Mr, McCallum: He did not say they were
his words. The document carries a signa-
ture.

The Colonial Secretiry:
sentiments.

Mr. McCallum: He did not say that, He
can speak for himself.

The PREMIER: The statement contains
the following:— :

[t is, in the opinion of this organisation,
absurd to say that the miners would not be
content with any other form of useful and
decently-paid employment. Their fitness as
potential settlers on the land is immeasor-
ably ahead of those who are heing brought
from the cities of Great Britain to underge
agricuitural experience in  circumstances
which will be dealt with later in this re-
port,

I have already said that so far as we can,
with the help of hon. members sitting op-
posite, we have induced as many out of work
miners as possible to come to this part of the
State. At the request of various hon. mem-
bers the Government has sent up officials to
the goldfields with that objeet in view. A
number of these miners have come down, and
they do make excellent settlers—none better
—and if we could get more of them I should
be delighted. I have been to their homes,
and have scen them at work, and they cer-
tainly are first class settlers. They of ecovnrre
know what Awstralian life is, and they make
themselves comfortable in a way no other
people can in the rough shack houses on the
group zettiements. They have eome down to
work on railways and roads, and there have
given cxcellent service. If all the people at
Kalgoorlie are of the same class as these,
we are in a very fortunate position. Next T
must take exception fo this statement—

The greater part of the land included in

classification No. 3 is held under pastoral
teases for extended periods, and may also
be said to be beyond State control. It will
thus be seen that although approximately
50 per cent. of the land of Western Austra-
Jia is =till held by the Crown, that its pro-
duetive charaeter is so doubtful, or its re-
moteness from settlement, means of trans-
port, and market faecilities, so great, as to
put it bevond the region of economic util-
isation for many years.

Mr. Munsgie: That is a faet, too, a plain
statement of faet.

The PREMIER: It is a very plain state-
ment, but it can be so easily misunderstood.

-1 have no doubt that in the hon. member’s
mind this 50 per cent. of the land is in the
North-West.

Mr. Munsie: No,

The PREMIER: As a matter of fact, it
eovers the whole of the South-West.

Mr. Munsie: That was not in my mind at
all.

The PREMIER: Then it is a very plain
and easily understood statement.

They were not his

101

Mr. Munsie: You are right there.

The PREMIER: ‘Its productive character
i9 so doubtiunl.”

Mr. Munsie: Will you say there are not
niillions of acres of land in this State the
productive character of which is doubtful.

The PREMIER: There is no uniformily
good land in any country in the world. The
soil of every country in the world changes,
and changes fairly rapidly. But to say that
the productive character of this land is doubt-
ful, is to say what is wrong.  There is no doubt
as to the productiveness of millions of acres
of land which is still in the hands of the
Crown. Again, the statement as to its re-
moteness from scttloment is not joctified at
all. This House has authorised the building
of sufficicnt railways to accommodate all the
people who can go on our lands for some
time to come. They will have means of trans-
port. Market faeilitics are adequate, becanse
the question of an oversea market for pro-
ducts does not arise so far as these new set-
tiers are concerned. As I have endeavoured
to point out to-night, there is a tremendous
gap to be bridged over in this State, as re-
gards the local market.

Mr, Munsie: Where are the Kendenup set-
tiers to get their market now?

Fhe PREMIER: The Kendenup scttlers
are not referred to by the hon. member
when he speaks of land in the hands of the
Crewn.

Mr. Mungie: But you sgaid there were
ample markets. Tf so, why have not the Ken-
denup settlers o market?

The PREMTER: They would have a mar-
ket if they produced hutter and bacon and
other thinpgs of that sort. They expeeted,
of course, to sell their tomatoes and so
forth tec the dehydrater, and make money
in  that way, However, T do take excep-

tion to the statement 1 Thave read,
and T am sure the TLeader of the
Opposition does not agree with it cither,

Then there ie a paragraph dealing with de-
population of our rural arcas since 1911, The
district I come from is referred te. That
distriet was fully developed in 1911, and the
only thing that could happen to increase the
nutnher of people there would he the devis.
ing of some means wherehy comparatively
small areas could be used for dairying, pig-
raising, and so on. A« a wheat growing pro-
position, the Northam land is fairly eunt wup
now, and has heen fairly well developed.
Therefore T eonsider the reference to depopu-
Jation unjustifinble. Of course it may be snid
that the man who has the land has too mueh,
but as regards the talk of further clearing
and development in the distriet of Northam,
well, it is not possible, because the land has
been eleared for years.

My, Munsie: Tf the Avon Valler will only
support the number of people there now, God
help Western Anstralia as an agriealtural
country!

The PREMIER: T have atready said that
the only way of increasing the population
there would be to devise some means of mak-
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ing a living off a very small area. In the
Toodyay district I think men are making a
living by growing ten acres of oranges
and where there is water in the Meeka-
tharra distriet one could probably do equally
well.  All our lands, however, are not suitable
for intense cultivation of that deseription,
Another gtatement contained in the docen-
ment was in effect——

People arc leaving this State and, as we
cannot maintain them hery, what is the use
of bringing people to Western Australia?

I hope T have satisfied hon, members that
there is some justifiention for saying that
these pcople have not walked out of
Western  Australia. Departures by sea or
by land have been rocorded. Although the
census does not disclose the faet, a great
many people in this State are unreeorded,
and that means & loss of revenue to Western
Australia. Very many people are missed
when & ¢ensus i3 taken. The census form
should be eastly understood, but the fact re-
mains that many people do not return the
forms that are sent to them when a census
is taken. Census forms should be made as
simple as possible so that people ean fill them
in without any difficalty. It is easy for peo-
ple in the towns to get assistance in filling
up their forms, but it is n difficult matter for
those in the outlying distriets. T am suore
these people are here and we should be paid
for them. The only other statement T wish
to refer to relates to the sclection of immi-
grants. We have our own people at Home
selecting them, I bave said that I endeav-
oured to induce the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) to go to
London to represent us there. I do not con-
sider that o board is neecssary for selecting
immigrants, nor do I think the composition
of any board suggested would work satis-
factorily.

Mr. O'Loghlen: According to the member
for Claremont (Mr. .J. Thomson), there could
be an improvement. ’

The PREMIER: There can always be room
for improvement in anything. For instance,
there ia room for improvement in the selec-
tion of members of this Chamber. If people
are doing their best, what more ean we ex-
pect?

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is possible to do better,

The PREMIER: The hon. member inows
it is always possible to do better. We have
two capable, cxperienced men in the Old
Country and they are at work sclecting mig-
rants for us. It is not so easy to get exper-
ienced agriculturists from the old land.

Hon. M. F. Troy: They are not there.

The PREMIER: No. They produce
ennugh food to provide for about 10 weeks
in the year, that is all. There are some farm
labourers but they are comfortably placed.
There are some teonant farmers who come
away, but they are few.

Mr, J. Thomson: According to the Agent
General, in one place there are over 6,000
That is in his report.

The PREMIER: There may be 6,000 or
miore in one place.
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Mr. J. Thomson: And they are experienced
farmers.

The PREMIER: They canuot be far apart
i England. At any rate, suitable farm lab-
ourers are not to be secured as migrants.
The Englishman is far wore intelligent than
we give him eredit for. He can and does
adapt himself to bis new conditiens. In the
carly days of scttlement in Australia they
were all Englishmen,

Mr. J. Thomson: All what?

Hon. P, Collier: Scotland took no part in
it!
The PREMIER: They made good citizens
and good workers; they have always heen
noted for that for the last 100 years.

Hou. P. Collier: The average healthy
European is very adaptable.

My, Underwood: Keep the Ugly Men’s As-
sociation, the migrant reception committees,
and all other vubbish out, and you may do
well,

Mr. Clydesdale: What abeut yourself?

The PREMTER: I doubt if the migrants
shonld he criticised as they are. T get letters
from them in the country and in Vietoria. [
dare say we have had letters read in this
House from people in Victoria, It is not a
bit of use talking about a White Australia
unless we are prepared to settle our ecountry
with white peeple.

Hon. M. F. Troy:
Irish migrants?

The PREMIER: Certainly not.

Hon. M. . Troy: Why arc they not com.
ing here?

The PREMIER: I do not know if the hon.
tnember would have liked to go to Yreland
to seleet migrantg a few months ago, T do
not think Y would have liked the task.

Hon. M. F. Troy: T read an article by
Count Plunket, who said there were thons-
ands of young men willing to come out.

The PREMIER: They can come
some are doing so.

Mr, MeCallum: Do the assisted conditions
apply to Irishmen?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Not since the Free State
Government were installed.

The PREMIER: Yes, we have got them
here now.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Why was a contrary state.
ment published in the Press?

Mr, McCallum: I have had particulars of
a defimite refusal of that assistance referred
to me.

The PREMIER: I do not know of the
case. I only know these people have come
here,

Mr, O'Loghlen: The statement was pub
lished in the Press, since the Free State Gov
ernment came into power, that the condition:
do not apply.

The PREMIER: I do not know of aucl
a decision. We will be glad te welcome then
here in Wegtern Australin. However, I an
sorry that this statement has been preparec
by the Trades Hall and that it has been pub
lished on the eve of the arrival of the delega
tion from the Old Country. Those peoplh

Aye you prohibiting

here;
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have come to spy out the land, to see what
opportunities are available for peopie from
England who may be encouraged to eome to
this State.

Mr, Munsie: We intend to present memhers
of the delegation with a copy of the repait.

The PREMIER: Owing to the unsettled
industrial conditions at Home, vast numbers
of men are not likely to get back to work
for spme time. Those men are our own flesh
and bluod but they are separated by thou-
sands of miles from the food supplies they
so urgently require. I believe there are 10
millions too many people in the Old Land.
Here we have gpace for them.  We have work
for them. Why cannot we face our respousi-
bilitics? We are part of the Fmpire. Why
cannot they be welcomed here?

Mr. Munsie: They are welcome.

The PREMIER: They should be weleome,
too. Why not do the best that is possible
for them?! The Labour pamphlet is prepared
on the eve of the arrival of the delegation,
Why is that?

Mr. Munsie: To present it to the delega-
tion.

The PREMIER: The statement does not
present the true case in its proper light.

Mr. Munmsie: You have not shaken
pamphlet mueh yef.

The PREMIER: T have said something in
reply to the Labour Party’s statement. I
shall continue saying it too. It will always
be possible to say: ‘‘Let this eountry remain
in our hands and let no one else come in."’
That would be a wrong and a sclfish policy.

Mr, Munsie: T agree with you.

The PREMIER: It comes with bad pgrace
from the hon. member who came to this coun-
try himself and has not done badly here.

Mr. Munsie: Western Australin is the best
State in the Commonwealth that I have bheen
mn.

The PREMIER: Why canuol (he hon. mem-
ber fell his story? Why cannot he say: “T
came here a few years ago. I secured work.
T was asker to sit 'n Parliament and I have
been engaged in framing the laws of the land.
There is the same chance abead of any one
of your people who may he sent out to West-
ern Australia. '’

Mr. Munsie: So there is the same chance.
You should he eareful or one of these people
may win your scat.

Ths PREMIER: If any one can do so, he
is weleome. 1 am democrafic enough to know
that anyvone has the right to stand for elee-
tion.

Mr. Munsie: It took a long time for you
to agree to the member for West Perth (Mrs,
Cowan) coming herc.

The PREMIER: She would never have
come here if yoo had had your way. How-
ever, I regret that this doeument has heen
prepared. It is inaceurate; it is wrong.

Mr. Muntie: You have not shown that it is
wrong.

The PREMIER: I have shown it is wrong
in every detail.

Mr. MeCullum: Yours bas been a very poor
attempt.

the

The PREMIER: It is wrong that the execu-
tive of the Australian Labour Party should
have done this thing., It is all very fine to
say they are in favgur of immigration; it is
fluitc another thing to show that they are.
In this pamphlet the Labour Party have
shown themselves hestile to immigration. 1t is
so casy to say that any statement in reply
is unconvineing.

Mr. MeCaHum: You have not attempted to
answer it.

The PREMIER: The hon. memhber, with.
out baving done more than reading the state-
ment, will sny that the faets I have presented
are not correct. .

Mr. MeCallum: Ts that all T know? T will
show you.

The PREMIER: That is no good to any
country. T Lave ne morc to say on this sub-
jeet at present. Buot for the moderation of
members opposite, and for the covrtesy they
have extended to me during the past four
years, 1 should have had very much more to
say in a very different way.

Hon. M. F. Troy: That ig all nonsense.

The PREMIER: I do not kneow that it can
be eonsidercd proper to write such a docu-
ment. [t should not be treated lightly by
any member of the House. T hope the docu-
ment will not have the slightest effcet on the
people wha are cowing here from the Old
Country.

Mr, Munsie: It is to be hoped the document
will have more cffect than your attempt to
answer it.

Mr., LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [7.57]: I
would feel rather diffident about intrading
myself upon the debate if it were not for the
fact that some of the questions referred to,
which undeubtedly affeet the wellbeing of
the State, call for incessant repetition in order
that the Government may be persuaded to
Lenefit Ly the advice tendered, and thus secure
the whole-hearted support of all parties in
promating the best intereats of the State.
One statement that appeared lately is rele-
vant te the nnfortunate position we occupy
in the Federation. Mr. MeKay, of Sunshine,
gave to the " West Australian’’ an interview
containing some gratuitous advice to the peo-
ple of Wostern Australia.  After referring to
ihe general paosition of agrienlture in Victoria
and Western Anstralia respectively, Mr, Me-
Kay made these remarks—

The true wealth of Western Australia
lies in its agricultural produetion, not in
its mining interests,

A man who zomes here with something to sell,
who has at [Fremantle an assembling house
tor machinery, and who vontrols agents busily
eunvassing the agricultural distriets has the
impudenee to tell Western Australians that
they can afford to ignore the mineral wealth
of the State! Jr. McKay may be a particu-
larly desirable citizen in Vietoria, but I do
not know that as an importer of agricultural
machines he could be classed as a deairable
citizen of Western Australia. Probably Mr,
McEay is not aware that in the course of
a few years the mining industry which he, in
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his own sclfish interests, invitcs us to ignore,
has produced no less than £156,673,839 worth
of wealth. Notwithstanding that, the greater
portion of our auriferous ard metalliferous
areas is yei practically undeveloped, if not
unexplored and ceven unknown. Yet Mr. Me-
Kay comes here and advises the people that
the mining interests of the State are of no
importance.

Hon. P. Collier: He came {o sell agricul-
tural machinery.

Mr. LAMBERT: Of course. 1 should like
to follow the bhenevolent attitude of my
leader, and say that we on this side are not
unmindful of all that the Mines Department
has attempted and is attempting with a view
to fostering the declining mining industry,
But it appears to me that no systematic effort
has been made to exploit many known mineral
deposits of great economic and ecommercial
value. A considerable sum bas been spent in
prospecting for gold, but I scarcely think the
Mines Department have gone far enough in
merely getting out a casual stock-taking of
the many other mineral deposits.  There
should he closer relationship between the Rail-
ways and the Mines Department. The Min-
ister for Mines is alge Minister for Railways.
I can searcely concede that our railways are
uged for the assistanee of the mining industry
to anything like the cxtent they should be.
The same can be said of the goldficlds water
scheme. 1 hope it will be realised that while
agricultere will certainly play a lasting part
in the life of Western Australia, for genera-
tions to come the mineral wealth of the State
will be equally contributory to the State’s
prosperity. Because of that, the Government
should regard the railways serving the gold-
fields rather as factors in the suecess of the
mining industry than as revenme producers.
To such an extent have railway concessions
been made for the benefit of the agricultural
industry that, probably, the deficit in our
railway finances is due wholly to the low
fares and freights charged to farmers.

Mr. Pickering: Why, the farmers are sav-
ing the position!

Mr. LAMBERT: In the same way a3 a
burglar, stealing a man’s food, might contend
that he is saving that man from a bilious at-
tack. It would be as well to make a survey of
our mineral resources, which Mr. MeEay tells
us are of no importance to the State. It is ex-
traordinary that a Vietorian manufacturer
should be so blind to the value of those re-
sources. Take our iron deposits. I might
remind Mr. McKay that Vietoria is bankrupt
of such depogits, Mr. MecKay may be an ex-
cellent manufacturer of agricultural imple-
ments, but I deny his right to eome here and
say there is nothing of so much importance
to this State as the importation of agricul-
toral machines.

Mr. Underwood: Why did you* hother to
read his interview?

Mr. LAMBERT: Well, the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ thought him of sufficient importance
to publish it.

[ASSEMBLY.,

The Minister for Mines: Surely you will
not blame him for that.

Mr. LAMBERT: Probably the *‘West
Australian’’ is equally to blame for inter-
viewing him at all. T am surprised that the
Minister for Works did not see fit to reply
to that interview.

Capt, Carter: Tt was werely an advertising
stunt.

Mr. LAMBERT: McKay did not give a
cheap advertisement to Western Australia,

Mr. Underwood: He was advertising, not
Western Australia, but himself.

Mr. LAMBERT: T know that.

Mrs, Cowan: Well, why give him another
advertisement¥

Mr. LAMBERT: I do wnot wish to give
him any further advertisement.

The Minister for Works: At all events,
give him credit for being a self-made man
who has done well,

Mr. LAMBFERT: The Minister for Works,
through the State Implement Works, is try-
ing to cripple him.

The Minister for Works: No, | am merely
trying to stimulate him.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then, give him some of
that North Perth water of yours. Attention
should he directed to the mineral wealth of
Western Australia, which should undoubtedly
play an important part in the future progress
of the Btate. We have an almost limitless
area of mineral deposits lying practically
unutilised, and it iz time we settled on a
properly eonceived and directed .policy to
utilise thig wealth. The member for Clare-
mont (Mr. J. Thomson) knows that in the
North, adjacent to deep water:

Mr. Underwood: Do not take it upon your-
self to adopt us.

Mr. LAMRBRERT: I do not intend to. If
I go to the North, I shall do so for pleasure
and leave the problems to the hon. memher.
In the Federation, our position is almost
Lelpless and hopeless, particularly when we
make any effort to open up our mineral de-
posits or secondary industries. I hope the
Minister for Mines will eonfer with his offie-
ers and endeavour to formulate a scheme, as
a result of which information might be dis
seminated amongst interested people outside
the BState that might induce them to invest
capital and uundertake the development of
ounr mineral wealth., The ‘‘Australian Manu
facturer’’ of the 28th July, a journal that
speaks for the manufacture of Australia
contained the following:—

Someone with a happy faculiy for stat
ing sound fact picturesquely has said thai
Western Australia is the importers’ para
dise. The truth of the aphorism cannot bx
denied. The faet is patent to every visitor
to the business quarters of Perth and Fre
mantle. The importers’ warehouse is ir
continuous evidence, but the local factors
ts visible only here and there.

Tt is rogrettable that we cannot make thi:
State reasonably self-contained and self-re
liant as regards manufactures. Consider
ing the vast field for expansion, it is regret
table what little public interest and suppor!
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is given to any jroposition to ifereass our
secomdtary industries. The Premier pointed
out that oF 12 miiiton pounds uf ivan expen-
Aiture Aaring the last few years, 61 per ceut,
had been lent to 1armers to toster the agricul-
tural industry.

Mr, Harrison: That means the Government
will get prineipy! and interest rejaid.

Mr. Tatev: Perhays.

Mr, LAMBERT: [f the Premier, with his
kuowledge of finanve, studied  the  statis-
tician’s figures, ho would realize that the
difference between onr imports and exports
aunually bears a close relationship to the lnan
expenditnre.  In 1913 we imported £0,892.000
worth rf goods, and onr exports amounted 1o
£9,128 000, a bLalance against us of about
three-quarters of a million, Tn 181718 im-
jorts  totaled  E£7,600,000  and  exports
£5.500,000, an adverse balanee of nearly two
millione,  I'n 1918.19 jmporis amonnted to
L2023, tmmr and extorts to EING2Z000. In
1919-20 imports totalled £12,000,000 and cx-
perts £16.000,000. That was the hest year
in the history of the 8tate, duwe to a big ex-
portation of wool and other commoditivs.
In 122¢.21 imyports totalled £14,000,000 and
exports enly £12,000,000,  In 1921-22 jmparts
totalled £12,087,000 and exports £123,600,000,
I¥ we send away only £5.000,000 worlh of
gonds and import £5,000,000 worth, we must
pay for the difference somehow, and the aif-
ference is being paid for by an indiscriminate
spending of borrowed moncy. If a million
or two of money was spent in a reasonably
sane and well-ordered way to assist the see-
ondary industries, it would give a quicker and
wore profiitable retwrm than sinking furter
money in land settlement,

Mr. Latham: The Government will get it all
Lack again,

Mr. ©)’Loghlen: Tt is to he hoped so.

Mr., LAMBERT: I am not unmindful of
the wealth produced by agrieulfure, but surely
the policy of the Government does not end
with the development of the agricultural in-
dustry! Surely their obligations are pot re-
stricted to assisting any and every farmer
who comes to the Agricnltural Bank and holds
out his hand for a loan! We have croakers
Jike the members of the Chamber of Com-
merce who, day in and day out, rail ahout
the inroads of the State into private enter-
prise, but there are obligations on the private
individual to open up essential induostries if
they desire the State to hold its hands off
them. Yet they are not finding a shilling.
Efforts have been made to get some of these
people to realise their obligations to the State
by supporting the establishment of a petty
woollen mill, but deaf ears were tnrned to
these appeals.

Mr. J. Thomson:
paper?t

Hon. P. Collier: It is a very deserving en-
terprise.

Mr. LAMBERT: Even those who have pro-
fited by the policy of the present daily would
not hesitate to bite the hand that has fed
them hy taking up shares in the ‘‘Daily
Sun.’’ They will take up shares under the
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guise of patriotism just as they took uvp war
loans and subseribed to the trustee company
reeenily Fformed, Whorever it i possilile ts
parasitieally batten on the people, sneh men
are born patriots, but when they are asked
to realise their obligations to the State by
assisting to open sp industrics that will make
this eommunity self-sapporting, they are
abo 't as respuugive as so many frogs.

The Minister for Mines: That statement
i~ not quite fair. I know a number who took
up vendors’ shares,

Mr. LAMBERT: My statement is not aj-
jlicalle to all, While members of the - Cham-
ber of Commerce amd others are covstantly
wreing the Government to keep their hands
off trading enterprises, they do not exhibit the
requisite enterprise to open up those essential
industries which would mean so nmmeh to West-

er Australin. The  importing  babit in
this  State hag  grown  parasitic. I nm
not wsing the fterm in the vulgar ssnse.

With u joliey of land settlement we musg
have a policy for the development of owr
secomdary indnstries.  The Premier said to-
night that sceondary industries would follow
tand settlement. He has admitted that we
are sufferins under the high proteetive tariff
of the Foderal Government. We must there-
fore endeavour to formulaie 2 poliey to
connteract the detrimental efect of the high
protection. At one {ime I was an ardent Fed-
eralist, | thought that with the federation
of fhe States we should give birth to new
sentments and new aspirations. T now admit
that it was a most fatal policy for Western
Australia to adopt.

Mr. Latham: That is not what vou said
vesteriday.

Mr. LAMBERT: Fully 99 per cent. of the
people of the State will sav the same thing.
The Federal autherities are perfeetly indiffer-
ent to our finaneial condition.

The Minister for Aprienlture: We are the
hest Federalists of the lot.

Mr. Marshall: We have paid the most.

Mr. LAMBERT: We have paid the most
taxation on a per capita basis. Instead of
feting the Prime Minister at Parliament
House, and telling him there waa not much
to growl about in our position, we should have
told him that Western Australia ean never
float with her finances as they now are. He
must realise that this State, with its small
population and its deficit of nearly £6,000,000,
is entitled to recogmition at the hands of the
Commonwealth. What have the Federal Gov-
ernment done?

The Minister for Minea: What indeeid?

Mr. LAMBERT: Those who are acquainted
with the time when a united Australia wag
first spoken of will remember that the Fed-
eral authorities were going to people the
north. Tt is essential for the continuation of
the policy of a White Australia that this
should he done. Was ever a greater duty cast
upon any central Goverament than the duty
of ypeopling that part of the Commonwealth?
They took aver the Nortbhern Territory, and
members have seen the illumipating display
they made in that connection. Seecing that the
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North-West of this State is administered by
us, we should be provided with sufficient
money to encourage the development of tropi-
cal industries there. Possibly cotton, sugar,
tobacco and other tropical growths could be
suceessfully encouraged in that part of the
State. They have heen overlooked to a re-
grettable degree. _ .

Mr. O’Loghlen: You are prejudiced against
the Chamber of Commerce.

Mr, LAMBERT: Xo. There are some very
deserving members in it.

Hon. P. Collier: The meeting last night
broke up in disorder.

Mr. LAMBERT: T have been rather pained
to learn that such a respectable body of men,
performing what they belicve to be useful
funetions in the State, should have held a
meeting which hroke up in disorder.

The Minister for Mines: I think the re-
porter got mixed up with some lecture that
was going on. ]

Mr. LAMBERT: The headings appearing
in the ‘‘West Australian’’ concerning this
meeting are ‘“Trade with the East,’’ ‘‘Pro-
posal to form a Corporation,’’ ** Mecting ends
abruptly.’’ One of the members of the
Chamber, Mr, Malloch——

The Minister for Mines: T tipped it in one,
though I had not read the report,

Mr. LAMBERT : Convened the meceting
with the object of inducing members of the
Chamber to approve the formation of a cor-
poration to develop trade with Java, Siuga-
pore, China, India, and other Bastern coun-
tries. A year or two ago this unsophisticated
gentleman moved an abstract raotion at a
meeting of the Chamber that the time had
arrived when we could resume relations with
Germany.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is not
in the Speech.

Mr. SPEAKER: This has nething to do
with the motion before the Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: T am merely bringing this
forward as an illustration. Mr. Malloch did
not get very far on that oceasion, nor did he
last night. Most of those present at the
meeting  yesterday  represented
States houses, which are already serving
the Near East from Melbourne and Sydney.
They have no desire for Western Australia
to engage in that trade.

The Colonial Seeretary: Mr. Malloch is to
be ecommended.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am saying so.

Hon. P. Collier: The others broke vp the
meeting.

The Colonial Secretary: He is a good
Western Australian.

Mr. LAMBERT: The manner in which the
suggestion was received is shown by the faet
that the meeting ended abruptly, and appar-
ently in disorder.

The Minister for Mines: Members of that
Chamber will receive letters of commendation
from the Bastern States houses.

Hon. P. Collier: They represented Eastern
States houses that are already trading with
the Near East.

Eastern .
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Mr. LAMBERT: These are the gentlemern
who say the State should not enter the arenn
of private enterprise. They have no desire
to establish these industries themselves, 8o
long as the policy of their firms is to dis-
tribute goods in Western Australia, and so
long as it continues to be possible for them
to do this, they advise the State Goverament
to scll every industry upon which they have
embarked.

Mr, Money: Do you sugygest that behind
their request for the abolition of State trad-
ing eoncerns is their desire to establish similar
industries themselves?

Alv. LAMBERT: No. Had they shown any
desire (o establish like industries no douwbt
the State trading concerns would never have
heen established. At that time the Govern-
ment ot the day felt called upon to establish
cerfain industries which they felt the State
shionld possess. Tt was a commendable action
on their part. Notwithstanding that a small
toss has been incurred, the benefit that the
State has derived by the possession of thesc
industries is no douht considerable. I do net
know that any good purpose wonid be served
by my offering some suggestions for presenta-
tion to the Federnl Government. They should
show some public spiritedness towards West-
ern Australia,  Surely they are not unmindful
of this undeveloped State, and of our right
to o legitimate place in the affairs of the
Commonwealth,

The Minister for Mines:
presentatives there.

Mr., LAMBERT: I hope before the ses-
sion cuils a wmotion will be moved urging the
Federal Government to contribute at least a
million pounds a year for the next ten years
to assist the State in counteracting the policy
Iaid down by the Federazl Government, and
pointing out how detrimental that policy is to
the industries of Western Australia. They are
asking us to absorb population. To-day boys
and girle are out of work. There is no avenue
inte which parents can direct their boys and
girls for employment. We are heavily buor-
dened by taxation, and by the amount we
have to contribute to the Customs and Ex-.
eise. In these circumstances, it would not be
too much to ask the Federal authorities to
recompense us by making the annual payment
I have suggested, for investment in secondary
industries in this State. I helieve the Pre-
mier desires to sce csecondary indnstries
spring up here. We have oppertenities in
fifty different bLranches of commereial activ-
ity for the profitable investment of money
and the profitable employment of labour.
But we are in the unfortunate porition of not
having had spare capital accumulating from
early investments in indumstries, snch as they
have in the Eastern States. The earlier estab-
lishment of industries in the Eastern States
enables them to place ws in the position of
not heing able to  rtescue ourselves from the
nmporting gronps by establishing industriea of
our own ¢n common sense lines. One is
prone to gpeak on these matters year after
year, but I believe that if all the members of

We have our re-
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this Chamber would only act upon their per-
sonal promptings, knowing the position of
Western Australia, they would unite in doing
cverything possible to increase the production
of this State, not only in the direction of ag-
riculture but also in every other direction.
There can be no two opinions as to where the
obligation lics to find some money to recom-
pense Western Australia for the amnual loss
with which the State is faced as a partner in
the Australian Commonwealth. I only hope
that the Minister for Industrics will do a8 he
promised last session, namely, bring down a
Bill to establish the Council of Industrial De-
velopment upon 8 more acceptable and a per-
manent basis, When that has been dene, let
all parties in this House devote, not ome or
two or three hours, but if necessary two or
three weeks, to making the Federal Govern-
nent realise their obligation to assist us as a
voung, struggling, and undeveloped State.

On metion by Mr. Latham debate ad-
Jjourned.

House adjourned at 8.49 p.m.

TNegislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 7th August, I9Z3.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MELVILLE RESERVOIR,
DISMISSALS.

HUGHES asked the Minister for
Works: 1, How many men have been em-
ployed on the Melville reservoir? 2, How
many men were dismissed during the last
week? 3, For what reason were the dismissals
made? 4, If it i3 necessary to put men off
temporarily, would it net be possible to dis-
tribvte the time off equally amongst the
men?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{for the Minister for Works) replied:
1, 110, 2, Nine men stood down for ome
week; four men transferred to another work.
3., The excavation being practically comp-
pleted. 4, No. Preference is given to
married men,

Mr,
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QUESTIONS (2)—ROAD MAKING,
Width of Feeder Roads.

Mr., LATHAM ngked the DMinister for
Works: 1, Is it a faet that feeder roads
16Tt Gin. wide are heing cleared te the pro-
posed  Narembeen-Merredin railway? 2, Ia
he aware that it is impossible to get up-to-
date machinery along these roads: 3, Wil
he issuv instructions to have these roads
cleared 22ft., as has always been done pre-
vigusly !

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Minister for Works) replied: 1, Yes.
2, No. I, Answered by No, 2.

Group Settlement Facilities.

Mr., PICKERING asked the Dremier:, 1,
In view of the almost impassable nature of
the roads to several group settlements, will he
state what steps he purposes taking to place
the roads in a rondition to facilitute and
cheapen transport? 2, To what vote is the
cest of providing rond fucilities to groups to
b eharged?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Such steps as
are possible at reasonable cost. Roads are in
most enses new, and require time to consoli-
date. 2, Devclopment of agriculture.

QUESTION—LAND SETTLEMENT,
WESTONIA.

Mr. HARRISON asked the Premier: 1,
Has the land on ““Sheet 6, locations near
Westonia, Yilgarn District,’’ heen opened
for selection? 2, If so, how many applica-
tions for these blocks have been aproved?
3, Is it a faet that the Agricultural Bank
will not advance to the selectors of these
areas? 4, Are the reasons given by Agricul-
tural Bank officers correet, namely, that the
subdivision is outside the first and second
zone of railways coustructed or authorised?
3, Will he authorise advances to be granted
on this area equal to those advanced on ad-
joining areas, seeing that if the present Ben-
cubbin line were linked up with the railway
system either at Merredin, Carrabin, or Buli-
finch, this area would be within the 1214
mile limit? 6, Has his attention been drawn
to the survey of this area with regard to
facility for the transpert of products?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Six.
3, Yes. 4, The Agricultural Bank trustees
have refused to advance on land more than
1214 miles from existing railways until they
receive an assurance of provision of raijway
facilities within a reasonable period. 5, This
is a matter for the trustees alone. &, No.

RETURN—RATILWAY COAL SUPPLIES.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, ordered—That
a return be laid upon the Table of the House
showing:—(1} The weekly coal erders {ton-
nage) by the Railway Department to each of
the following mines (separately): Proprie-



